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I love to work closely with clients, building relationships 
of trust and confidence. This leads to collaborative 
solutions and strategic decisions.

 

Over 30+ years, Jim has built a robust practice serving industry leaders in the 
nonprofit, health care, and commercial business areas. A wide variety of clients 
— including nonprofit and quasi-governmental service and health care providers, 
other private foundations and public charities, and commercial entities — rely on 
Jim’s technical experience and practical approach to guide their most important 
decisions. He serves as general counsel for organizations that provide grants or 
public benefit services, and many of his longtime clients include mental health 
and developmental/intellectual disability service providers, foundations 
supporting or arranging health-related community benefit services, community 
health services providers, and physician groups. One of Jim’s most distinctive 
areas of practice is advising on compliance audits for governmental programs, 
which can involve vast amounts of data. He works closely with clients on 
identifying and managing applicable risks throughout the process and has 
become a go-to resource for this sensitive and highly technical work. Where 
health care and nonprofit intersect, Jim helps his clients understand unique 
compliance issues and leverage the talents and efficiencies of their teams and 
the legal opportunities available. Jim regularly collaborates with clients on 
acquisitions, parent and affiliate arrangements, privacy and other compliance 
issues, billing matters, risk management, governance concerns, and contract 
review. The contracts and policies he drafts are created to reduce risk while 
balancing administrative burdens and expenses appropriately. As an 
experienced counselor with a dynamic group of clients, Jim offers a global 
perspective for all business decisions.

Associations
Professional

 Meritas, Health Care Section Steering Committee
 American Health Law Association

Bar Associations

Services
 Business
 Business Organizations and 

Planning
 Charitable and Foundation 

Planning
 Charitable and Public 

Purpose Organizations
 Commercial Contracts
 Corporate Governance and 

Risk Management
 Health Care
 Health Care Facilities
 Mergers and Acquisitions
 Physician Practices

Industries
 Charitable and Public 

Purpose Organizations
 Health Care

Admissions
 Georgia
 Tennessee

Education
 J.D., The Ohio State 

University, 1989
 B.A., The Ohio State 

University, 1986
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 Chattanooga Bar Association, Health Care Section, former Chair
 American Bar Association, Non-profit Group, Health Care Law Section
 Tennessee Bar Association
 State Bar of Georgia

Noteworthy
 Best Lawyers in America, Nonprofit/Charities Law, 2024
 Martindale-Hubbell® AV® Preeminent™ Peer Review Rated
 Leadership Chattanooga, 2010 Class
 Leadership Catoosa, 2007 Class

Community
 Chattanooga Area Food Bank, Vice Chair
 Reflection Riding, Vice Chair
 The Speech and Hearing Center, Chair
 United Way, Board Member and Governance Committee Member
 Chattanooga Area Goodwill Industries, Risk Committee Chair
 Nonprofit Resource Center, Director

Sidebar
Jim and his wife, MaryBeth are parents of two. He enjoys playing tennis and 
basketball in his free time, as well as going on hikes with the family dogs. He 
roots for his alma mater, the Ohio State Buckeyes. The family enjoys taking trips 
together, and Jim’s destination bucket list includes Japan, Turkey, and Austria.


